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Senate passes package to 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK 


Need to get tested? 
Here’s how, where. 


A medical team member puts on a mask Tuesday at the UH Landerbrook Health Center during the second day of 
drive-thru coronavirus testing. Marvin Fong, The Plain Dealer 


Julie Washington and Ginger Christ jwashington@plaind.com and gchrist@plaind.com 


Every day, the guidance on how to get 
tested for the novel coronavirus, which 
causes COVID-19, changes. 

How to get tested depends on which 
health care system you use. 


CLEVELAND CLINIC 

The Cleveland Clinic announced it will 
reserve COVID-19 testing for only high-risk 
patients to preserve its supply. The hospital 
has an adequate supply, but didn’t antici- 
pate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Italy, where the swabs are manufactured, the 
hospital system said in a statement Tuesday. 

High-risk patients include those who cur- 
rently are hospitalized, as well as those who 
are 61 and older. These patients will continue 
to be tested at the Clinic’s drive-thru testing 
site: the W.O. Walker Building parking garage, 


at 10524 Euclid Ave. in Cleveland. Testing is 
only available with a Clinic doctor’s order. 

Patients under 60, who have a Clinic doc- 
tor’s order, are asked not to go to the W.O. 
Walker testing facility until the Clinic gives 
them further instructions. Patients with a 
fever over 100.4 and/or a cough are asked to 
self-quarantine, the Clinic said. 

If their condition worsens, these patients 
are instructed to contact their doctor or go to 
the emergency department. 

In the first four days of operating drive- 
thru testing sites, the Clinic tested more than 
2,200 patients, and 2,100 patients are wait- 
ing to be tested, the health system said. There 
were “a small number” of positive test results 
for COVID-19, the Clinic said. 


SEE GETTING TESTED, A5 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK EDUCATION 


Closures to extend, graduation not in jeopardy 


Patrick O’Donnell paodonnell@plaind.com 


Ohio’s three-week school shutdown will 
run longer than planned, Gov. Mike DeW- 
ine said at his afternoon press conference 
Wednesday, but high school graduation will 
not likely be in jeopardy. 

Neither DeWine at his daily briefing nor 
State Superintendent Paolo DeMaria, in an 
interview with The Plain Dealer, were able to 
give parents, teachers or schools clear direc- 
tion this afternoon about how long they 
should prepare to be away from school. 

But DeWine said coronavirus cases won't 
likely peak until May 1. That makes a shut- 
down into the summer possible, along with a 
cancellation of state tests. 

“Tf it goes into the summer, schools will 
continue to do everything they can by remote 
learning to educate these kids up until that 
particular time,” DeWine said. 


Lotteries, A2 


Go & Do, A2 


Both DeWine and DeMaria urged parents 
and students today to keep working toward 
meeting Ohio’s state graduation require- 
ments that do not rely on state tests. 

But they said the state will be reasonable 
in allowing students that should graduate to 
receive diplomas. 

“We're going to do everything we can and 
make sure these kids who would have been 
eligible to graduate do, in fact, graduate,” 
DeWine said. “If we are at that point, I don’t 
think anybody would be looking to try to do 
some testing, so we would be waiving that.” 

He added: “There’s no one here in this 
Statehouse ... I can’t think that any of them 
would want to get in the way of a child gradu- 
ating and moving on with his or her life.” 


SEE SCHOOLS, A9 
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Deaths, A9 


Getting tested 
Cleveland Clinic drive-thru 
Eligible for testing: Only 
high-risk Clinic patients who 
currently are hospitalized, as 
well as those who are 61 and 
older. Testing is only available 
with a Clinic doctor’s order. 
Where: W.O. Walker Building 
parking garage, 10524 Euclid 
Ave., Cleveland. 


Hours: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 


List continues inside, A5 


“We’re going to 
do everything 
we can and 
make sure 
these kids who 
would have 
been eligible to 
graduate do, in 
fact, graduate.” 


Gov. Mike DeWine 
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expand paid sick leave. a9 


Browns sign linebacker, 
safety to 1-year deals. B1 


THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK UPDATE 


Closing: Salons, 
spas, barbershops, 
most BMVs 


88 people in Ohio have tested positive 
for coronavirus, 26 are hospitalized 


Laura Hancock /hancock@cleveland.com 


Eighty-eight people in the state have tested positive for 
the new coronavirus and 26 are hospitalized, Ohio Depart- 
ment of Health announced Wednesday afternoon. 

This is up from Tuesday, when 67 people were sick and 17 
people were hospitalized. 

Wednesday afternoon, officials announced more busi- 
ness and government closures. They also struck a somber 
tone with the reality of testing — that most people who will 
get sick will not be tested. 

“Do not be afraid if you cannot get a test. I want you 
to treat this like a very bad flu,” said Ohio Department of 
Health Director Dr. Amy Acton, a licensed preventative 
medicine physician. 


BMV CLOSURES 

At the close of business Wednesday all but five Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles locations will be closed. The locations serve 
around 1 million people who go through their doors in the 
state each month, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Wednes- 
day at a daily briefing. 

“That’s an opportunity for us to slow this down,” he said. 

The ones that will remain open will be those for com- 
mercial driver license services because the ability to move 
goods is essential at this time, he said. 

DeWine said he'll ask law enforcement to not ticket peo- 
ple whose licenses have expired at this time. 


SEE COVID-19 UPDATE, A9 


GREATER CLEVELAND 


COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Fund 
launched with $2.95M 


Rachel Dissell rdissell@pland.com 


A relief fund created by local philanthropic partners 
from across Northeast Ohio will soon distribute grants to 
community safety net agencies able to swiftly deploy ser- 
vices to medically and economically vulnerable popula- 
tions grappling with fallout from the rapid spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The Greater Cleveland COVID-19 Rapid Response Fund, 
which launched Tuesday with $2.95 million will give oper- 
ating grants to nonprofits on the front lines of the crisis that 
have experience meeting immediate needs, according to 
a release from the Cleveland Foundation, one of 18 initial 
donors supporting the fund. 

The others include: The Abington Foundation, The Bru- 
ening Foundation, City of Cleveland, Cleveland Cavaliers 
and Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse, Cleveland Indians Char- 
ities, Cuyahoga County, The George Gund Foundation, 
HealthComp Foundation, Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel 
Foundation, KeyBank Foundation, Mt. Sinai Health Care 
Foundation, Reinberger Foundation, Saint Luke’s Founda- 
tion, Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland, Third Fed- 
eral Foundation and United Way of Greater Cleveland. 

Individual donors, companies and other organizations 
can contribute in any amount to the fund at Cleveland- 
Foundation.org/Response. 


SEE RAPID RESPONSE FUND, A5 
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